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1. Earlier this year the Forum agreed to establish a high needs sub group. This briefing 

aims to provide an update on establishing the group, its membership, terms of 

reference and to provide some initial information. The group has already held its first 

meeting and plans to meet termly. Forum members will receive briefings on the work 

of the group at each Forum meeting and the contribution of forum members to the 

discussion is invited. 

 

2. Membership and Terms of Reference. Members  of the group include: 

Early Years : Carole Johnson, Aughton Early Years Centre                                                 

Primary : Louise Greenwood, Herringthorpe Junior School                                         

Secondary : Vacant                                                                                                                      

Special Schools : Nick Whittaker, Hilltop / Kelford                                                               

Further Education : Ann Hardy, RCAT                                                                                         

RMBC Finance : Andrea Baldwin                                                                                                

RMBC SEN Assessment : John Coleman                                                                                  

RMBC/ CCG/ Learners’ First : Donald Rae 

High needs funding covers a range of services, not just special educational needs, 

including alternative provision / pupil referral units. Consideration should be given to 

how the AP/PRU voice is heard. Terms of reference for the group have been agreed 

and its purpose aims to ensure that members of the group : 

• Are aware of how funding for high needs is provided to the LA by the Department for 

Education 

• Are informed by and provide advice to the Council on how expenditure is allocated to 

the High Needs Block, following the School and Early Years Finance (England) 2014 

Regulations  

• Keep abreast of the number and complexity of children and young people with special 

educational needs and disability aged 0-25  

• Keep abreast of the number and complexity of children and young people supported 

through Alternative Provision 

• Take account of the plans of the council and partners to transform the outcomes for 

children and young people with special educational needs and disability as well as 

those in alternative provision and the impact of these on the high needs budget 

• Are informed by and provide advice to the council about measures to ensure best value 

regarding High Needs Block expenditure. 

• Are aware of best practice in the sector and are collectively working towards providing 

outstanding learning opportunities for all. 



 

3. The sub group is focussing its attention on high needs funding as described in the 

School and Early Years Finance Regulations. A briefing paper for the sub group outlining 

these and the high needs funding model for early years, schools and colleges is 

attached. Whilst the group will be provided with previous years’ data showing 

Rotherham expenditure against the headings in the regulations, the focus will be on 

the planned expenditure for 2015/16 so that the amount of the DSG required for the 

High Needs Block is transparent and understood.  

 

4. Whilst the high needs funding system has been in place since 2013, creating a greater 

degree of coherence across schools and colleges, the funding provided to local authorities 

for high needs by the DfE various considerably. The DfE has issued a call for evidence 

about how it should address this, especially in light of the development of a national 

funding formula. The consultation runs until February 27
th

 2015. It can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/funding-for-children-and-young-people-

with-send.  Very helpfully, the DfE has provided a large amount of data about high needs 

funding which allows LA comparisons to be made. Some of this data will be presented at 

the meeting on November 28
th

, but the headline information about Rotherham indicates 

that  

• In Rotherham, the percentage of school pupils with SEN (but without a statement) 

achieving 5+A*-C including English and maths has increased from 11% in 2009 to 

24% in 2013, compared with national figures of 19% and 27%. 

• The  percentage of school pupils with a  SEN statement achieving 5+A*-C including 

English and maths has increased from 7% in 2009 to 11% in 2013, compared with 

national figures of 6% in 2009 and 10% in 2013. 

• The percentage of 16/17 year olds with learning difficulties  and/ or disabilities in 

learning is 90.4% compared with a national average of 85.8% 

• Higher than national average of children and young people whose day to day 

activities are limited 

• The number of Rotherham pupils with SEN is declining – from 24.5% in 2009 to 

19.5% in 2014 – this is faster than the national decline 

• The number of pupils with a SEN Statement has fallen from 2.7% in 2009 to 2.3% in 

2014. The latter is 21% below the national average of 2.8%. In practice this means 

that fewer children in Rotherham with less complex needs have a SEN statement.  

• Of those with a statement, 40.14% are provided with support in mainstream 

settings compared with 52.14% nationally,  with 58.1% in special settings compared 

with 45.4% nationally.  However this hides that Rotherham has 21% fewer children 

with statements than the national average, all of whom will be in mainstream 

schools. If Rotherham had the national average statement rate of 2.8% the 

proportion of children with statements in mainstream schools would increase to 

49% and the percentage in special schools reduce to 45.3%.  Additionally, the 

proportion of High Needs spend in Rotherham on specialist placements is the same 

as that nationally. 



• In Rotherham the high needs block expenditure is 9.4% of the DSG, compared to a 

national average of 13.4%.  

• High needs funding per pupil in Rotherham has risen from £1,954 in 2012/13 to 

£2,408 in 2014/15 compared to national figures of £2,924 to £3,470. 

 

Work is being undertaken to develop comparisons with Rotherham’s statistical and 

geographic neighbours. 

 

 

 


